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We are a self-funded group of like-minded local residents and supporters of the Rylstone 
Region, committed to stopping further exploration of coal and approval of mines in our 
region.

Our aim is to protect the land, heritage, culture and community for present 
and future generations.

About the
Rylstone Region
Coal Free Community
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In August 2021, 206 people filled out a survey detailing why they oppose coal 
exploration in the Hawkins Rumker region, so their views could be presented to the 
NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment. Their views have been 
captured in full in a CSV file and are attached as an Appendix to this submission.

34% of survey respondents are residents local to the region, while 66% are visitors who 
come to the area for its natural beauty and people from neighbouring communities. 
Respondents come from a breadth of backgrounds – including farmers whose families 
have been in the area for generations, local volunteer firefighters, tourism operators, 
and people who’ve been visiting for their whole lives. 

The survey results suggest a clear consensus between visitors and 
local residents that any coal mining in the region would cause social, 
environmental, and economic harm that would vastly outweigh any 
potential benefits. 

Alongside the survey, 1,678 people have also signed a petition addressed to John 
Barilaro MP, Matt Kean MP, Robert Stokes MP and the Department of Planning, Industry 
and Environment opposing all new coal exploration in the Rylstone Region, including 
733 residents of the region.1,2 While not every person who signed the petition went on 
to take the survey, the survey results give a strong indication of the concerns driving 
many local people to oppose the proposed land release.

Introduction
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The data in these submissions reveals clear patterns in the 
concerns of local people, and others across New South Wales. 

Survey results indicate five major themes among concerns:

01 The Rylstone Region is already feeling the devastating effects of 
climate change, and the local community is deeply concerned 
about the harmful environmental impacts of any further coal 
mining.

02 Farmers and local residents are concerned about the impact of 
coal mining on the local agricultural industry.

03 Coal mining threatens natural environments, along with the 
tourism industry these environments sustain.

04 Local residents have seen the social and economic harm coal 
mining has caused in neighbouring communities, and do not 
want to risk the same in the Rylstone Region.

05 Local residents have a shared future vision of clean jobs and a 
thriving local economy built on agriculture, tourism and cleaner 
renewable sources of energy. This vision cannot coexist with 

further coal exploration and mining.

We will outline these five concerns in turn, examining some of the 
qualitative responses provided by people in the Rylstone Region, 
alongside the quantitative data, in order to understand the personal stories 
behind these numbers.

Findings

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY
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Of the 70 submissions from Rylstone Region residents, 89% of survey respondents 
agreed with the statement “we shouldn’t be building new coal mines, when climate 
science says we need to break away from fossil fuels.”

“[I am] strongly opposed to the NSW government supporting the development 
of new mines at time when the IPCC report tells us in no uncertain terms that we 
must transition away from fossil fuels. [...]  

As a resident of the area it is hard to reconcile the very short term gain achieved 
through coal mining at the expense of future generations.  The families that make 
up the community of Rylstone only stand to lose if this development goes ahead, 
enduring longer droughts, hotter summers, bushfires and floods.”

GINA W, POSTCODE 2850

01
The Rylstone Region is already feeling the 
devastating effects of climate change, and 
the local community is deeply concerned 
about the harmful environmental impacts 
of any further coal mining.

BUSHFIRE DAMAGE.  JAN 2020
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“I am fundamentally against coal- fired anything because of the already disastrous 
effects on global temperature increases and therefore also against new coal mines 
anywhere. As I live at Cox’s Crown, which could be directly affected by new coal 
searches, I am directly impacted.”

LIN J, 2849

Many resident respondents have endured the kinds of catastrophic events that are 
exacerbated and made more prevalent by climate change, including the 2019-2020 
Gospers Mountain fire, excessive heavy rain over 2020-21, and years of drought. They 
oppose any further coal mining as a result.

PADDOCKS IN THE RELEASE AREA THE MORNING AFTER 
THE FIRST WAVE OF FIRE SWEPT THROUGH. DEC 2019

NULLO MOUNTAIN, LOOKING EAST TO THE GOSPERS MOUNTAIN AND KERRY RIDGE FIRES THAT 
LATER JOINED AND SWEPT THROUGH THE RYLSTONE REGION.

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY
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“As a volunteer fire-fighter I had the honour to help defend Cox’s Creek, Nullo Mountain, 
Bogee, Bylong and Breakfast Creek localities during 2019-20 and before then in 
previous fire seasons [...] Catastrophic climate change is here and to open up this area 
for coal mining would be in reckless disregard of all evidence and a hostile act against 
community and future generations.”

COLIN I, 2850  

“We have been devastated by fires, floods, loss of native animals, livestock and 
biodiversity. Peoples home and livelihoods have been wiped out.  
What will it take for Governments to say NO to any more coal.” 

GARRY B, 2790

Residents are already suffering the environmental and economic consequences of 
a warming climate  and strongly reject their area being used to produce additional 
greenhouse emissions that will further exacerbate the problem.

DEC 2019

DEC 2019

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY
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79% of survey respondents expressed concern about the harm coal mining would cause 
the local agricultural industry, and 88% also agreed that the water needed to mine coal 
would further deprive local communities already experiencing hardship from drought. 

“This area has been through many hard times lately, and diverting water away 
from crucial farming regions in order to run a coal plant will adversely affect the 
community.”

YSOLDE O, 2758

02
Farmers and local residents are concerned 
about the impact of coal mining on the 
local agricultural industry.

FERTILE AGRICULTURAL LANDS IN THE REGION
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“My family farm in the region. A new coal mine will impact tourism and the natural 
beauty. Furthermore, during the last bushfires, one of the biggest threats around 
Lithgow was burning slag heaps. The Rylstone area also experiences bushfires 
so a coal mine would also add this threat. Climate change is making these events 
more frequent.” 

BARBARA B, 2777

“I am extremely concerned about the potential negative impact of this mining 
operation to local biodiversity and waterways. With the effects of climate change 
worsening, Australia needs to pivot from new coal mining to investment in 
renewable energy.”

HELENA F, 2780

Survey responses revealed a deep pride from the community in local farming and 
produce. Coal was seen as a threat and a poor substitute for the sustainable high-quality 
agricultural industries that are thriving in the region.

ULAN MINE. 

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY
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“Rylstone is home to a thriving cattle & small horse studs. These industries need 
clean water- a resource that was impacted on the last drought. Drought will return 
& water will need to be used wisely, so to have an industry that would remove 
water and disturb the water table to extract coal is immoral.” 

ANTHEA N, 2850

“One may say that it would create employment opportunities but these would only be in 
relative terms short-lived. The harm (damage) to the area would be massive. At present 
the area produces some of the world’s finest wool, we also produce fine wines, grains, 
lambs and beef. These for our home and export markets. Our produce is one reason for 
the important tourist trade which endows thousands of visitors per year into our region.”

NAIDA W, 2849

Resident respondents overwhelmingly deemed the depletion of precious water by coal 
and the resulting economic and environmental consequences to the agricultural industry 
unacceptable.

PRODUCTIVE AGRICULTURAL LAND IN THE HAWKINS RUMKER RELEASE AREAS UNDER THREAT. 

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY
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93% of residents and 88% of supporters agreed that “The Rylstone Region is home to rich 
biodiversity including many endangered plants and animals, which must be protected 
from new coal mines.“

 “Rylstone, on the western edge of the Wollemi National Park is in a truly special 
place. Precious hanging swamps, mysterious valleys, wild sandstone pagoda 
country, and iconic wildlife make this area such a wonderful place to visit. It will 
be a detriment to the ecosystems and tourism value of this area if new coal mines 
were to be opened.” 

SALLY D, 2786

The Rylstone Region is widely recognised for its pristine natural beauty, and locals and 
visitors shared strong concerns about the threat posed by pollution and destruction 
from coal mining.

“It only takes one spill of contaminated water from mine storage dams to totally 
destroy the water course downstream. This has already occurred in the vicinity 
and there is NO guarantee it won’t happen again.”

JON I, 2758

03
Coal mining threatens natural 
environments, along with the tourism 
industry these environments sustain.

WOLLEMI NATIONAL PARK.
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Respondents from the greater Rylstone Region emphasised that the natural beauty of the 
area is essential to sustain the tourism industry, a key employer and driver of economic 
growth in the area, with 528,000 tourists spending $134 million in the Mid-Western 
region in 2016.3

“I’m appalled that we would be considering this project, in the light of all the 
damage caused by mines in this area even in recent times, where oversight and 
legal impacts of environmental damage are much more common. Streams, rivers 
and hanging swamps are being polluted beyond rescue, dried out, destroyed 
by work upstream. Our tourism is suffering, as people don’t want to see 
environmental degradation on their holidays, which is a large revenue stream for 
the area.“

REBECCA H, 2790 

COXS CROWN

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY
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Many submissions from non-resident visitors shared this concern, suggesting that 
without the pristine environment they would be unlikely to continue visiting the region.

“Gunguddy/Dunns Swamp and the Rylstone Region are brilliant places to visit as 
a tourist, I’ve spent many great camping holidays at Gunguddy and this kind of 
damaging and polluting development doesn’t sit at all well with these uses.” 

SUSAN A, 2780

“It’s heartbreaking to loose this area as our local tourist destination, because 
we will definitely stop coming there knowing that the area is affected by mine. 
But even more heartbreaking will be to know that wildlife and entire ecosystem 
is affected by absolutely outdated, harmful and inhuman way of treating our 
planet.” 

LARISA O, 2046

Residents and visitors to the region emphasised that coal mining purported 
to offer short-term economic value, but there would also be local job losses 
and decreased investment, and the damage to the local environment would 
have significant long-term economic consequences for the tourism industry.

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY
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“We are the home of the ‘fossil’ tree Wollemi Pine. The entire region needs to 
be left to enjoy our ‘prehistoric’ background. Coal mining in the areas indicated 
would be totally irresponsible” 

NAIDA W, 2849

“Kandos has become a quirky arts lead town with multiple festivals successfully 
being staged. These festivals together with the spectacular scenery, great food & 
locals have encouraged the local tourism market to grow. To put this at risk is not 
fair.” 

ANTHEA N, 2850

“Visitors come for wide open spaces, fresh air and charming country towns. Tourism is 
becoming more and more integral to farmers being able to diversify their business and 
can free up funds & resources to regenerate the landscape. Coal mining only degrades 
it, regardless of policy to restore it.” 

GINA W, 2850

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY
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In their survey responses, many residents pointed to the long-term, and in some cases 
irreversible, environmental, economic, and social harm caused to communities in other 
areas by coal mining. 

“I operate a farm and farmstay in the Rylstone area and I’m opposed to this 
consideration for exploration and potential mine because I look at how Bylong 
has ended up [as] a community that has been decimated, farmers and [the] local 
convenience store gone and what is remaining is suffering. As Hawkins and 
Rumker is attached to this area we are all scared that it will go the same way.”

MICHAEL N, 2849 

04
Local residents have seen the social and 
economic harm coal mining has caused 
in neighbouring communities, and don’t 
want to risk the same in the Rylstone 
Region.

ULAN MINE
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“Coal mines impact on the environment surrounds of the area and negatively 
impact the surrounding towns by either people leaving or inflating the local 
economies.” 

DANIEL H, 2850

“People in Rylstone also have seared into their psyche what happened in Bylong. 

A Korean mining company started exploration there over a decade ago. Slowly 
through divide and conquer of the local landholders, they bought up the farms - 
and this is some of the best agriculture land in the state. It did its exploration and 
eventually put in for a mine approval. It wasn’t approved, so then the company 
appealed through the courts and lost. [They’re] still appealing their case. So 12 
years later the community has been decimated, good farming land is lying idle 
and the couple of landholders left haven’t invested in their properties for over a 
decade because of the uncertainty. Community events don’t happen anymore 
as there’s no community - no sports teams, no-one to volunteer for the local RFS. 
How is this good for rural communities?”

BARRIE H, 2849

ULAN MINE

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY



17

Respondents living in communities which have been devastated by the ongoing impacts 
of coal mining made their submissions because they want to protect communities in the 
Hawkins Rumker regions from the same harm.

“I’m not in the Rylstone district but as I live in a town surrounded by open cut coal 
mining, I would not wish it on anybody. This filthy trade has to be curtailed and 
alternative employment found for mining workers.”

PETER S, 2333

“Since 1980s I have witnessed the destructive effects of coal mines in my own 
area of the Goulburn River near Ulan and Wollar and know first hand the grief, 
disruption to ordinary life and insult to your intelligence caused to members of 
the community seeking to hold these mining companies and their Government 
allies to account.”

COLIN I, 2850

Respondents rejected the argument that coal exploration will benefit the 
local economy, based on observations of the economic and social impact on 
other similar areas.

ULAN MINE

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY



18

Responses indicate that while local people see the economic benefit of 
diversifying the region’s economy, they also demonstrate a clear preference 
for investment and jobs in cleaner, renewable sources of energy, and 
preserving sustainable, existing industries.  

“I support a future that uses clean energy to power our homes, businesses, 
industries and cars and there is employment opportunity for our workers in clean 
energy.” 

KATHRYN, 2847 

Coal use has declined around the world in recent years and now makes up a 
decreasing part of the global energy mix.4 This decline is likely to be accelerated 
as governments grapple with the reality of the 2021 IPCC report into the impacts of 
climate change, which advises a rapid reduction in the use of fossil fuels in order to 
avert more catastrophic consequences of climate change.5 Opening untouched areas 
for coal mining is also at odds with the NSW Government’s own climate objectives to 
decarbonise.

05
Rylstone Region locals have a clear vision 
of a future of clean jobs and a thriving local 
economy built on agriculture and tourism. 
This vision cannot coexist with further coal 
exploration and mining.
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There is a strong recognition at the local level that investment in rapidly growing 
renewables is the way to create long-term jobs, whereas coal mines will leave the 
community with redundant infrastructure.

“I live in the Lithgow LGA. I know there are many jobs created by the mines and 
many more because of the coal economy. It is time however to start moving to a 
coal free economy. An expansion of this mine will not provide an impetus to move 
to a sustainable economy.” 

MICHAEL O, 2790

“Though it may create some jobs, they will not be long lasting, and it would be 
more responsible to invest in creating jobs in the renewable energy sector.” 

YSOLDE O, 2758

Some respondents commented that the perceived benefits in terms of greater 
employment will not flow into economic benefits for the region, given the reliance of 
mining companies on “fly-in-fly-out” workers and short-term contractors in other areas. 

“The few jobs created by these mines won’t benefit locals and as seen in most 
Australian mining towns all the money earned by the workers will be spent 
elsewhere.” 

GINA W, 2850

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY
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Another respondent shared their personal experience of the precarious employment in 
the mining sector, casting doubt on the perceived economic benefits:

“I have personal experiences with the ‘positive employment benefits’ that are 
used to rationalise the multiple negative effects on the environment and climate. 
What doesn’t get discussed are the negative effects of these purported economic 
benefits to the local economy. The workers have no job stability, can literally 
show up for a shift to discover they have been laid off. The drop in coal prices has 
been responsible for hundreds of workers suddenly being unemployed. Living 
expenses are higher because miners can afford to pay (when not laid off), but 
nobody, including local businesses can pay their bills when these layoffs suddenly 
happen.” 

NINA N, 2850

The overall vision that emerges is a positive one – of the region becoming a crucial part 
of Australia’s energy industry. 

But this vision is incompatible with coal exploration that would compromise 
existing industries such as agriculture and tourism, and distract from the 
need to invest in safer, cleaner renewables. 

“Personally I feel with sacred sites, fresh water ways & already surrounded by 
abandoned or struggling coal mines (outdated in a dead industry) I believe the prospect 
of solar farms or greater focus on supporting our farmers & tourism industry connecting 
the city to Mudgee would be a more modern, contemporary idea with future economy 
benefits “ 

MICKAYLA N, 2847

RYLSTONE TOWN TO RYLSTONE DAM AND THE HAWKINS RUMKER RELEASE AREAS.

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY
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205 people stated whether they agreed or disagreed with the statements below, 
including 70 residents of the Rylstone Region.

Summary 
of Results

STATEMENT
Percent who agreed 
in Australia

Percent who agreed 
in the Rylstone 
Region

“We shouldn’t be building new coal mines, when 
climate science says we need to break away from 
fossil fuels.”

88.6% 89.1%

“New coal will threaten our local tourism and 
agricultural industries, and harm our local 
economy.”

84.3% 74.6%

“The Rylstone Region is home to rich biodiversity 
including many endangered plants and animals, 
which must be protected from new coal mines.”

92.9% 86.2%

“Our community’s health would be put at risk if 
new coal mines were built in our region.” 75.7% 73.9%

“New coal mines will take water from our 
communities, and cause destruction to our water 
catchment – which will impact all the life that our 
water sustains.”

85.7% 88.4%
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From the 1,678 people who signed the petition to Save Rylstone 
Region from Coal Exploration, to the 206 locals and visitors 
who made submissions, there is an overwhelming consensus: 
releasing any of the Hawkins Rumker areas for coal exploration 
would cause devastating environmental, social, and economic 
harm to the region. 

While they recovered from the bushfires, the introduction of coal mining 
to this area could be even more catastrophic for locals and the visitors who 
regard this region as irreplaceable. 

Throughout the many submissions, respondents expressed grief for the 
loss of homes and habitat to the 2019-2020 fires, the damage done by 
years of drought, and the social and economic harm done to neighbouring 
communities by coal mining – particularly the nearby Bylong Valley. They 
resoundly rejected a future for the Hawkins Rumker areas that includes 
any coal mining, citing climate impact, water shortage, and the associated 
impact on sustainable, viable industries like tourism and agriculture as the 
main reasons.

Residents want a tourism industry that continues to grow and thrive, with 
even more visitors coming to enjoy the beauty of the Rylstone Region, 
the Wollemi National Park and surrounding areas. Respondents called for 
continued support for the agricultural businesses in the region. A recurring 
theme in submissions from local residents was that coal is an outdated fuel 
that could take away the future they want – and that investment in clean 
energy in the region is the pathway forward that is compatible with thriving 
existing local industries.

The respondents were passionate and emphatic in their rejection of this 
proposal, many bewildered how opening new coal mines could even be 
considered in 2021.

For the many reasons detailed in this submission, we ask that the 
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment conclusively rejects 
any release of land in the Hawkins Rumker region for coal exploration or 
mining.

RYLSTON REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY

Rylstone Region Coal Free Community compiled this submission 

with assistance from GetUp staff. The petition “Save Rylstone 

Region from Coal Exploration” was set up by Rylstone Region 

Coal Free Community on the Campaigns by Me website, which is 

administered by GetUp.

Conclusion

RYLSTONE REGION COAL FREE COMMUNITY
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End notes
1 Save Rylstone From Coal Exploration, Campaigns by Me, accessed 18 

August 2021. 
<https://me.getup.org.au/petitions/save-rylstone-region-from-coal-exploration>

2 Local to the region here meaning living in postcodes 2795 to 2852 
inclusive.

3 Economic and business profile 2018 for the Mid-Western Region, Mid-
Western Regional Council, 1 June 2018. 
<http://www.midwestern.nsw.gov.au/globalassets/S_2473/mwr-economic-and-
business-profile-2018-web2.pdf>

4 Global Energy Review 2020, IEA, 30 April 2020.  
<https://www.iea.org/reports/global-energy-review-2020/coal>

5 Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of 
Working Group I to the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, IPCC, 9 August 2021. 
<https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/>
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